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Memorandum in Support 

 
S.4926-C (O’Mara) /A.6199-C (Stirpe) 

 
AN  ACT  to  amend  the  environmental  conservation law, in relation to 

          establishing the paint stewardship program 
 

 
The New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) has reviewed the above referenced 
legislation and supports the enactment of this bill. 
 
This bill would establish a "Paint Stewardship Program” in New York State to manage 
leftover household paint.  It will reduce local government costs while increasing resident 
convenience by creating an industry-managed paint collection network that adheres to 
clear convenience standards for residents across the state. 
 
Nearly four million gallons of leftover paint are generated annually in New York State. 
Most leftover paint is currently disposed in the garbage despite the efforts of local 
governments, which spend millions of dollars annually to collect and manage a small 
fraction of this unwanted paint through the household hazardous waste collection 
programs. 
 
This bill is closely aligned with amendments counties have requested to the New York 
state Electronic Equipment Recycling and Reuse Act, by requiring manufacturers to take  
the responsibility off of local governments and placing it on those who generate the 
leftover paint.  It also requires manufacturers to meet convenience requirements by 
providing at least one permanent collection site within a 15-mile radius of all cities and 
an additional permanent collection site for each 30,000 people located in these areas. 
 
Lastly, this bill includes a funding mechanism that will ensure the program generates 
necessary funding while providing protections to all stakeholders. This bill is also 
industry supported. 
 
It is for the above stated reasons that NYSAC supports the enactment of this bill. 
 
The New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC), founded in 1925, is a bi-partisan 
municipal association representing the counties of New York State. NYSAC is the only 
statewide association representing the interests of close to 5,000 elected and appointed 
county officials, including county executives, legislators, supervisors, administrators, 
commissioners and other county employees who deliver essential services to the public.  
 

New York State Association of Counties 

540 Broadway 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

www.nysac.org 

Stephen J. Acquario, Esq., Executive Director 
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TO:  Senator O’Mara; Assemblyman Stirpe; Senate Environmental Conservation 
Committee; Assembly Environmental Conservation Committee 
 


