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Upholding the pillars of good government: Leadership, Integrity, Accountability. 

The County Government Institute, an educational partnership of NYSAC and Cornell University, 
is pleased to announce the graduating class of January 2020. 
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Mary Ellen has served as a legislator for Oswego County since 2018. During the past two years 
she has served on the Health Committee, Public Safety Committee and as Co-Chair of the 
Economic, Planning and Tourism Committee.  She has a B.S. in Education and taught middle 
school Science at Cato-Meridian School. She was employed at the NYS Fair for the past 22 years 
and served as the Agriculture Manager at the Fair for the last 15 years.

“CGI is the blueprint for county elected o�cials. While each county may have unique 
characteristics, there remains a commonality that all counties must abide by.   
Educating yourself is worthwhile and communicating with your peers is priceless.”
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Elizabeth served as Town Clerk of Harford for 13 years and has served as County Clerk 
since 2004. She serves on various State Committees including two NYSAC committees, 
both the Civil and Criminal E-�ling Committees and the Local Government Records Advisory 
Committee for NYS Archives. She was also recently appointed to a special advisory committee 
for unrepresented litigants. 

“The conferences, workshops and information provided by NYASC have been an 
invaluable resource for me. The comradery and information shared by other county o�cials 
has been an asset to me so that I can better serve my constituents and  perform my duties 
as a committee or board member.”
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Kelly Reed is the current Deputy County Administrator and Acting Director of Nursing Homes 
for Cattaraugus County, a position she has held since 2016.  Kelly has worked for Cattaraugus 
County for 20 years. Prior to becoming the Deputy County Administrator, she was the 
Deputy County Treasurer.  

“My experience with the County Government Institute was very informative.  
Even though I have been employed by Cattaraugus County for 20 years, I am still learning 
something new every day.  The CGI is a must for all government o�cials!”
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For more information:
Contact NYSAC 

Records Manager

Visit www.nysac.org/CGI 
to enroll and view curriculum.

Jackie Dederick
jdederick@nysac.org 
or call 518-465-1473.
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Brian has worked for Ontario County for nearly 28 years.  He has held the position of 
Deputy County Administrator since May 2016 and prior to that he was the Director of 
Workforce Development for 16 years. In addition to his duties as a public o�cial, Brian has
been an active member on multiple community boards, coached his sons in youth athletics 
and an assistant scoutmaster with the Boys Scouts.  

“The County Government Institute was an opportunity that provided me with a complete 
and concise overview of some areas in county government that I had very little knowledge 
of, and it a�orded the ability to network with other county o�cials and exchange best practices.”
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CGI courses are o�ered at NYSAC’s Fall Seminar (September), 
Legislative Conference (January), and Finance School (May).

The NYSAC County Government Institute was founded in 2004 and celebrated 
its �rst graduating class in 2005. CGI was inspired by Dennis A. Pelletier, a 
long-serving and highly respected Monroe County leader and member 
of the NYSAC Board of Directors who was committed to good government,
informed discussion and civil discourse.

County leaders that graduate from CGI demonstrate their
dedication to good government and to upholding CGI’s 
high standards of county leadership.


