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Climate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act (CLCPA) - Overview

• Signed by Governor Andrew M. Cuomo in July 2019

• Most aggressive greenhouse gas reduction goals of any major 

economy: 40% by 2030 and 85% by 2050

• Sets a path to carbon neutrality

• Commits to environmental justice, disadvantaged communities, and a 

just transition



CLCPA by the Numbers: New York’s Nation 
Leading Climate Targets

Carbon neutral economy, mandating at least an 85% reduction in emissions by 

2050

40% reduction in emissions by 2030

100% zero-carbon electricity by 2040

70% renewable electricity by 2030

9,000 MW of offshore wind by 2035

6,000 MW of distributed solar by 2025

3,000 MW of energy storage by 2030



The Climate Action Council

Climate Action Council:

Charged with adopting a scoping 
plan of recommendations for 
achieving GHG limits

Co-chaired by DEC and NYSERDA 

Agencies: DOT, DOH, DOS, ESD, 
DAM, HCR, DOL, PSC, NYPA, LIPA

2 Governor appointments

8 Legislative appointments

Advisory panels:
▪ Transportation

▪ Land use and local government

▪ Housing and energy efficiency

▪ Energy intensive industries

▪ Power generation

▪ Agriculture and Forestry

▪ Waste

Working groups:
• Just Transition 

• Climate Justice



Timeline to Draft Scoping Plan

2020 2021

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Feedback as 
needed

Recommendations 
Development and Outreach

Work 
Plan

Climate Action Council Mtgs

Advisory Panels

Review Draft 
Integrated Strategy

Integration 
Analysis

Prepare to Issue 
Draft Scoping 
Plan

Climate Action Council



Land Use and Local 
Government Advisory Panel



Land Use and Local Government 
Advisory Panel 
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Panel Goals
Land Use and Local Government Advisory Panel

1. Support local and regional initiatives to promote efficient land use/smart growth

2. Foster the expansion of low-/no-carbon, energy-efficient mobility options

3. Maximize carbon sequestration potential of both developed and undeveloped lands

4. Build capacity at the regional level and streamline/enhance support to municipalities

5. Increase energy efficiency in new development and promote energy efficiency retrofits

6. Accelerate development and adoption of clean energy sources

7. Reduce emissions associated with municipal operations, buildings, facilities, and 
fleets



> Enable designation of priority development areas and priority conservation areas at the 
county and regional levels. 

> Consider updating and expanding the 2013 Regional Sustainability Plans

> Develop criteria and consider expanding DOS Countywide Resiliency Planning grants to 
incentivize  county-wide smart growth comprehensive plans that adhere to clear State 
goals and outcomes.

> Align state funding priorities with smart growth principles and local and regional plans

> Create a centralized and user-friendly repository of data resources useful to 
regional/county/local planners in the development of land use plans, zoning codes and 
projects—including data on affordability and other equity matters.

> Work with IDAs in each region to expand tax incentive policies in their Uniform Tax 
Exemption policies to incentivize infill and downtown redevelopment

Recommendations: County and Regional 
Smart Growth Planning



> Expand the scope and reach of NYSERDA Regional Coordinators, in partnership with 
DEC, DOS and other agencies as appropriate, to provide smart growth planning and 
zoning technical assistance and capacity-building to municipalities.

> Develop a statewide dashboard of community greenhouse gas emissions inventories 
to promote local climate action planning, monitor equity considerations, measure 
progress, and ensure data consistency at the county/municipality level.

> Compile a Sustainable Development/Climate Act Resource Guidebook to assist 
communities in navigating, accessing and integrating state programs relative 
to sustainable community development and clean energy development.

> Conduct a review of all relevant programs to improve accessibility and ease 
coordination across programs; develop tools to highlight and support local use of 
synergistic and complimentary State assistance.

Recommendation: Local Government Capacity 
and Access to Resources



> Develop tools and resources, including mapping, to help municipalities undertake 
a comprehensive evaluation of the potential for clean energy development in 
their communities and plan pro-actively for deployment that maximizes local benefit 
and minimizes impact on lands with high-quality soils and other competing uses.

> Promote adoption of the NYS Solar Permit and other local actions to streamline the 
permitting process for clean energy technologies at a variety of scales.

> Encourage development of CCA programs where communities choose 100% 
renewable energy as the default supply, and where participants are automatically 
enrolled in Community Distributed Generation (CDG) and enable county governments 
to authorize and form CCA programs with local opt-out.

> Provide technical support to help local governments and related public 
entities develop and implement clean energy projects 

> Evaluate options to reduce interconnection costs for municipal-owned priority sites.

Recommendations: Clean Energy Deployment 
and Adoption



> Utilize and build on the Clean Energy Communities and Climate Smart Communities 
programs to encourage and guide local climate action.

> Expand the Regional Coordinator Network to enhance and strengthen the assistance offered 
to local governments and related entities across a range of climate actions and increase 
support to small, resource-constrained, and underserved communities.

> Continue and expand the NYPA Clean Energy Solutions programs and other state programs to 
reach more communities with financial and technical support for clean energy projects

> Support electrification of municipal and school district fleets while increasing fleet-wide 
fuel economy.

> Encourage local governments to track and report the energy use of municipal buildings and 
facilities (benchmarking).

> Support local efforts to increase waste reduction and recycling rates in municipal operations 
and in the community.

Recommendations: Local Government Leadership 
in Energy Efficiency



> Utilize and build on the Clean Energy Communities and Climate Smart Communities 
programs to encourage and guide local climate action.

> Expand the Regional Coordinator Network to enhance and strengthen the assistance offered 
to local governments and related entities across a range of climate actions and increase 
support to small, resource-constrained, and underserved communities.

> Continue and expand the NYPA Clean Energy Solutions programs and other state programs to 
reach more communities with financial and technical support for clean energy projects

> Support electrification of municipal and school district fleets while increasing fleet-wide 
fuel economy.

> Encourage local governments to track and report the energy use of municipal buildings and 
facilities (benchmarking).

> Support local efforts to increase waste reduction and recycling rates in municipal operations 
and in the community.

Recommendations: Promote Energy Efficiency 



Next Steps



Upcoming Events

Climate Action Council  

Meeting - Feb 26, 3pm-5pm

Land Use and Local Government Advisory Panel

March 2: Local Officials Roundtable #2

March 8: LULG Panel Meeting #8 and Public Engagement Session

www.climate.ny.gov for teleconference information for all meeting

Submit comments at any time to: LULG@dos.ny.gov

http://www.climate.ny.gov/
mailto:LULG@dos.ny.gov


NYSAC
February 25, 2021

NYSERDA’s Build-Ready Program

Jennifer Manierre
Senior Project Manager, Clean Energy Siting



What is Build-Ready?

A new NYSERDA program:

˃ Works with communities to design and develop renewable 
energy projects customized to local needs

• Communities can nominate sites

˃ Prioritizes transforming underutilized sites into revenue-
generating real estate

• Brownfields, landfills, abandoned industrial properties, 
dormant electric generating sites, etc.

˃ Customizes benefits package for host community 

˃ Provides technical support and assistance throughout the 
various phases of project development

nyserda.ny.gov/build-ready



NYSERDA is seeking prospective Build-Ready sites that:

1. Are 65 acres or larger

2. Fall within one of the following land use types:

• Dormant electric generating sites

• Former industrial sites

• Existing or abandoned commercial sites

• Brownfields

• Landfills

• Other underutilized sites

2. Have flat or gently sloped terrain

Preferred Sites for Consideration 



Build-Ready
Program



Who is Involved?

Local governments, landowners, and NYSERDA

Each play a role in identifying project sites, securing benefits for 
participating communities, and launching projects

Local 

governments 

Landowners

NYSERDA

Developer



What Are 
the Benefits
and How Are 
They Secured?



What Are The Benefits

Brownfield Grants

˃ Federal grants

˃ State grants

Financial Benefits

˃ Utility cost savings

˃ PILOT agreements

˃ Host Community 
Agreements

Job Opportunities

˃ Workforce development

˃ Job training

˃ Support for disadvantaged 
communities and veterans

Other Benefits

˃ Community improvements

˃ Technical support 
from NYSERDA

˃ Recreational and scenic 
enhancements



How Are The Benefits Determined?

Explore desired benefits based on community needs 

Review and 

prioritize 

community 

benefits



How Are The Benefits Determined?

Balance benefits with project economics and available options

Review and 

prioritize 

community 

benefits



How Is The 
Project 
Completed?

> Site undergoes design, permitting, and pre-development

> Site auctioned to developer for construction and operation 

> Developer executes on previously negotiated HCA and 

PILOT agreements and engages community over time 

> NYSERDA remains available for technical assistance

Local governments Landowners

NYSERDA

Developer



RFI Site Nominations

By responding to this RFI, interested elected officials, community members, or other 

interested parties are able to nominate sites for consideration as a Build-Ready project.

> Responses must be provided via NYSERDA’s Site Recommendation Form

> https://nyserda.seamlessdocs.com/f/CERDIP_Site_Intake_Form

https://nyserda.seamlessdocs.com/f/CERDIP_Site_Intake_Form
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NYSERDA offers local governments free one-on-

one technical assistance on topics including, 

but not limited to: 

• Property taxes & Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes 

(PILOTs)

• SEQR process

• Adopting clean energy zoning laws

• Municipal procurement 

• Adopting & Implementing the Unified Solar Permit 

& Energy Storage Permit

Clean Energy Siting Team

NYSERDA created clean energy guidebooks to 

assist local governments managing clean energy 

development in their communities.

www.nyserda.ny.gov/Siting

http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Siting


> Send us your site nominations!

> NYSERDA looks forward to working with local communities 

to identify sites that have great potential for hosting a 

renewable energy project while also offering significant 

benefits to the host community.
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Thank you!

For additional questions, to access resources, or to 
request technical assistance, please reach out:

Build-Ready Team:
buildready@nyserda.ny.gov
nyserda.ny.gov/build-ready

Clean Energy Siting Team:
cleanenergyhelp@nyserda.ny.gov

nyserda.ny.gov/siting 

mailto:buildready@nyserda.ny.gov
mailto:cleanenergyhelp@nyserda.ny.gov


Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

NYPA’s 
Blended Power 
Product

Green power 
as only 
NYPA 
can deliver.

Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower



35 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

• Turnkey and advisory solutions for New York's energy needs

• Energy Efficiency, Solar and Storage, Power Programs

• Self-funded through bond sales and electricity revenue

Serving New York since 1931

The St. Lawrence-FDR 
Power Project begins 
operating in 1958

NYPA is established in 
1931 with FDR's signing of 
the "Power Authority Act"

NYPA employs over 
1,900 workers in 
New York State in 
2020



36 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

The Nation’s largest public utility
and a leader in clean energy

• 16 Operating facilities

• 3 Administrative offices

of the State’s electricity of energy produced is 

hydropower

20% 80%

invested each year in 

energy efficiency projects

jobs supported through 

economic development 

programs

$300M 400K+



37 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

Today’s energy customers 
want clean energy with 
predictable pricing and  
reliable service

37 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower



38 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

NYPA's Blended Power product

Clean, reliable energy 
at competitive rates



39 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

As New York State gets greener so can your 
municipality

For the first time, all local governments can 
purchase power directly from NYPA. With  
Blended Power, NYPA brings you a product 
with competitive pricing and rate options that 
make it easier to green up.

Replace your power with green power and 
reach your sustainability goals.



40 |  Blended Power Product
40 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

One of the best ways to 
meet your sustainability 
goals is with Blended 
Power

40 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower



41 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

Clean reliable energy at competitive rates

• Competitively-priced green power to 
meet your sustainability goals

• Fixed or variable rate pricing to support 
your budgeting needs

• 100% generated and delivered within 
New York State, supporting our local 
economy

• Reliably supplied by NYPA

Generated in 
New York, 
for New 
York.



42 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

You get a custom 
rate quote with 
competitive, 
transparent pricing

You get choice of 
a variable or 
fixed rate for 
budget stability

You choose 
standard, 51% or 
100% green to 
support your 
sustainability goals

With Blended Power you choose your energy 
options

You get flexibility with 
annual rate reviews on 
a 3-year contract. 90-day 
cancellation



43 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

NYPA can help you implement solutions for 
all your clean energy needs

Your NYPA advisors can 
provide comprehensive 
services and the expertise 
you need - for all your clean 
energy needs—including 
turnkey energy efficiency 
solutions and advisory 
services.

We bring stability, 
experience and innovation 
to create a clean, 
economically strong New 
York.43 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower



44 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

New York State’s trusted energy advisor

Reliability. 60+ 
years of energy 
leadership in New York 
State

Trust. State-owned 
utility with impartial 
guidance for 
our customers

Expertise. Proven 
leader in clean energy 
innovation and 
financing solutions



45 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

Your partner for clean energy solutions

Local governments State agencies Munis / co-ops

Businesses & not-for-profits

Community 
solar

Power 
programs

Trusted energy advisor Clean energy

Solar & storage

Advisory & 
implementation

Energy efficiency Turnkey solutions

Monitoring & analytics

Street lighting

Economic development programs

Energy management Energy innovation

Financing strategy

EV & fleet electrification



Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

Let’s get started. 

We are ready to discuss a 
custom rate proposal to 
power your needs.

46 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

Joseph Crimi, Key Account Manager
joseph.crimi@nypa.gov
716-341-6410
General email: EnergySolutions@NYPA.gov

Brian Stanton, Sr Director Origination & Structuring
914-281-4375
brian.stanton@nypa.gov

mailto:EnergySolutions@NYPA.gov


47 Blended Power | www.nypa.gov/blendedpower

Q & A
Please type your questions via your webinar dashboard 

under the QUESTIONS TAB.
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