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Charles H. Nesbitt, Jr. Orleans County . President

Opening Reception
Join us for a special reception highlighting the flavors
of New York State at an array of special food stations
featuring regional favorites. Stroll through a series of
special exhibits promoting New York State products and
regional tourism. Sample NYS craft beers, ciders, and
other products that celebrate the best of New York!

Monday,
January 28th
6:00pm-8:00pm
King Street Ballroom
(Ticket Required)
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A

AGENDA

NYSAC 2019 LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE

Monday, January 28th

Tuesday, January 29th

8:30am-5:30pm

Registration

7:00am-5:00pm

Registration

9:30am-11:00am

NYSAC Standing Cmt. Mtgs. (Track I)

7:30am-5:00pm

Exhibits Open

Public Employee Relations
Children with Special Needs
Agriculture & Rural Affairs
Taxation & Finance
Public Health/Mental Health
Transportation & Public Works

7:30am-8:45am

General Breakfast

9:00am-10:15am

Opening Plenary Session

10:15am-10:45am

Coffee Break in Exhibit Hall

10:45am-Noon

Workshop Session III

Noon-1:30pm

NYSAC Business Meeting Part I
Legislative Luncheon

1:30pm-2:00pm

Time to Visit Exhibit Hall

11:30am-1:00pm

NYSAC Standing Cmt. Mtgs. (Track II)
Economic Development, Environment,
& Energy
Medicaid & Human Services
Native American Affairs
Public Safety
Intergovernmental Relations

1:00pm-2:00pm

NYSAC Luncheon

2:00pm-3:15pm

Workshop Session IV

1:00pm-2:00pm

Women’s Leadership Council
Working Luncheon

3:15pm-3:45pm

Coffee Break in Exhibit Hall

1:00pm-5:00pm

Exhibits Open

3:45pm-5:00pm

2:00pm-3:15pm

Workshop Session I

County Leaders Meeting:
County Executives,
County Chairs of Legislative Brds,
County Administrators

3:15pm-5:00pm

Resolutions Committee Meeting

3:45pm-5:00pm

Workshop Session V

3:15pm-3:45 pm

Coffee Break in Exhibit Hall

3:45pm-5:00pm

Workshop Session II

5:00pm-6pm

NYMIR Member Reception

Wednesday, January 30th

6:00pm-8:00pm

Taste of New York!

8:00am-9:00am

General Breakfast

A reception featuring NYS food
products and beverages to celebrate the
bounty of New York! (ticket required)

8:00am-9:00am

Joint Intercounty Breakfast

9:00am-9:30am

NYSAC Business Meeting: Part II
Resolutions

Special Guest:
Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul

9:30am-3:00pm

NYS Emergency Management
Certification Training

~Evening Free to Enjoy Albany’s Wonderful Restaurants!~

*Agenda Subject to Change
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Important Deadlines
HOTEL RESERVATION
DEADLINE - JANUARY 17th
or until the Conference room block is sold out.
You can book your room online or by phone. Please refer to
the hotel page in this flyer for further details.
CONFERENCE PRE-REGISTRATION
DEADLINE - JANUARY 22nd (not the hotel deadline)
Please register at the Conference registration desk as a walkin after this date.
REGISTRATION CANCELLATION DEADLINE JANUARY 22nd
Paid registrations cancelled PRIOR to Jan. 22nd will be
refunded and subject to a 25% administrative fee. Cancellations made after this date cannot be refunded. All cancellations must be made via email to jmunguia@nysac.org.

NYSAC Events Code of Conduct
The New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) professional conferences enable our members to receive continuing education, build professional networks, and discover new
products and services for government efficiencies. To provide
all participants – members, speakers, exhibitors, staff, and
volunteers – the opportunity to learn and share best practice
ideas, NYSAC is committed to providing a professional environment for everyone. As an attendee to a NYSAC conference
or meeting, you have a shared responsibility to create and
maintain that professional environment for the benefit of all.

NYSAC 2019 Legislative Conference
January 28 - 30, 2019
The Desmond . Albany

Hotel Accommodations
A block of rooms has been reserved at The Desmond in
Albany, NY. Rooms will be sold on a first come, first
served basis, so make sure to call the hotel as early as possible to assure that you get a room. The deadline for hotel
reservations is January 17th. It is important to note that
the deadline does not mean that you are assured a room if
you register before this date. The deadline means that our
room block is being held until this date. Remember that the
room block can sell out before the deadline so please don’t
wait to reserve your room. If you need to cancel your hotel
reservation once registered, please do so directly with the
hotel. NYSAC cannot process hotel arrangements.
HOTEL RATES DO NOT INCLUDE MEALS!
MEALS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE OF
THE CONFERENCE THROUGH THE REGISTRATION OPTIONS BELOW.

Registration Fees (including meals)

Registration Option

Registration Option

B $412

Includes participation in all workshops, plenary sessions,
exhibit hall and other agenda events.
MONDAY MEALS ONLY: Monday lunch, dinner, coffee
breaks.

Registration Option

C $327

Includes participation in all workshops, plenary sessions,
exhibit hall and other agenda events.
TUESDAY MEALS ONLY: Tuesday breakfast, lunch,
coffee breaks.

Registration Option
#NYSAC19

A $514

Includes participation in all workshops, plenary sessions,
exhibit hall and other agenda events.
ALL MEALS: Monday lunch, dinner –Tuesday breakfast,
lunch - Wednesday breakfast, coffee breaks

D $250

Includes participation in all workshops, plenary sessions,
exhibit hall and other agenda events. NO MEALS
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PPrograms
Don’t miss our cutting edge sessions that will keep you ahead of
the curve on emerging local issues.
•

Code Blue: Strategies for the Homeless Crisis

•

CSI New York Counties

•

The NYS Gig Economy Impact

•

Understanding Credit Evaluations/Ratings

•

Marketing Your County for the Movies

•

Women’s Leadership Council

•

Branding Your County

•

Firefighter Recruitment

NYS Emergency Management
Certification and Training
Program: Tier 1
The New York State
Emergency Management Certification
and Training (EMC
& T) Program supports Governor
Cuomo’s strategy of
creating unified emergency management
training for County
Chief Executives and other emergency management
stakeholders. The New York State Division of
Homeland Security and Emergency Services
(DHSES) has worked with the local emergency management community to develop standardized curriculum for three tiers of training aimed at: County Chief
Executives (Tier 1), County Emergency Managers
(Tier 2), and other local public officials within the
Counties (Tier 3). County Chief Executives and
County Emergency Managers must complete the
training (to include annual refresher training) for
DHSES grant eligibility purposes. The training covers
all facets of emergency management, including disaster preparedness, response and recovery. It also outlines the legal authorities and responsibilities related
to emergency management in New York State.
DHSES is partnering with NYSAC to deliver the
County Chief Executive (Tier 1) portion of the training. The training will also meet the annual refresher
requirement for those that have previously completed
a Tier 1 training. (Wed. Closing Plenary, 1/30/19,

9:30am-3:00pm)

And more….

Welcome
Newly
Elected
County
Officials!

NYSAC welcomes new county officials from across New York
State to the 2019 Legislative Conference.
We congratulate you on your election and hope that you find
NYSAC’s premiere educational training program informative
and insightful. Welcome to county government!
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WWorkshops

All sessions are CGI credit eligible

Special Needs Pre-Kindergarten
Preschool special education is a vital service coordinated
and funded by counties. Counties pay 40.5% of the program costs. This is one of the reasons why determining a
child’s Medicaid eligibility is critically important. Please
join us for an active panel discussion on this and other
preschool special education financing and program updates. (Monday, 1/28, 2:00pm-3:30pm)
Raise the Age: An Update on Implementation
On October 1, 2018, the age of criminal responsibility was
raised for 16 year old's that have been charged with a
crime and designated as an Adolescent Offender (AO).
Implementing this new law has is requiring counties to
make hiring decisions and programmatic changes to appropriately respond to this new initiative. This workshop
will provide an update on how counties have been implementing RTA, emerging challenges, and opportunities for
more effective implementation for the 17-year-old population which will begin on October 1, 2019. (Monday, 1/28,

freezing them in some cases is positive, without lowering
or eliminating these state-imposed costs county property
taxes will continue to be higher than they should be compared to other states. This session will provide an update
on key state mandates imposed on counties, explore potential mandates on the horizon, and highlight how counties can educate their residents and state representatives of
how this “Mandate Madness” impacts the county bottom
line. (Monday, 1/28, 2:00pm-3:30pm)
Climate Opportunity? Save Money and Create Jobs
through Climate Action
As the worldwide struggle to cut carbon emissions continues, local governments are rising to meet the climate
change challenge. Learn how your county can be part of
the solution while also saving money, creating jobs, improving public health, and strengthening public-private
partnerships. (Monday, 1/28, 2:00pm-3:30pm)

Ethics and Integrity in Government
Government has a responsibility to ensure that their officers and employees are versed in the ethical statutes and
Understanding an OSC Audit of Your County
rules that apply to them. According to the National GovThe Office of the New York State Comptroller’s Division ernment Ethics Survey® in 2007, “nearly six in ten govof Local Government and School Accountability conducts ernment employees saw at least one form of misconduct in
regular performance audits of local governments and
the past twelve months. How are New York State emschool districts. The goal of these audits is to provide ob- ployees, government officials, and public corporations
jective analysis to assist management and those charged
regulated in the ways of ethics, political activities, and postwith governance and oversight to improve program peremployment rules after leaving government service? This
formance and operations, reduce costs, facilitate decision
timely training will be delivered by two experts in the field
making by parties with responsibility to oversee or initiate of ethics. (Monday, 1/28, 2:00pm-3:30pm)
corrective action, and contribute to public accountability.
OSC audit officials will explain how this process works
Early Intervention: Counties’ Involvement with Our
and their efforts to work as partners with local governYoungest Population
ments to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of coun- Early Intervention is the state-mandated program that
ty government. (Monday, 1/28, 2:00pm-3:30pm)
improves and enhances the development of a child with
developmental delays, special needs, or other concerns.
Meet the Mandates
This session will provide an update from state officials on
The State of New York has made some progress in slow- proposed budget changes related to the Early Intervention
ing the growth in costs of program and service mandates
program, as well as recent administrative reforms underthey impose on counties, but the problem has not gone
way. (Monday, 1/28, 3:45pm-5:00pm)
away. While slowing the growth in mandates, and even

2:00pm-3:30pm)
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CSI: Your County - Crime Scene Investigations,
the Real County Crime Fighting Heroes
CSI may be the most popular show on TV, but this workshop addresses what happens in the real world when a
suspicious death occurs in your county? It’s our counties
that solve these crimes, protect the public, and ultimately
seek justice. Join our panel of experts as they explain the
process that unfolds when a suspicious death occurs in
your county; from the Sheriff securing the scene to the
medical examiner/coroner examining the body to the DA
questioning witnesses and prosecuting the criminal offender. (Monday, 1/28, 3:45pm-5:00pm)
Indigent Defense Services and Parental Representation: Providing Counsel to Those in Need
For decades, our counties have met the challenge of
providing counsel for those in fiscal need in both criminal
and family courts. In 2019 counties will be required to
expand their arraignment system coverage as well as begin
implementing a case cap within public defender offices.
The State is also considering bringing similar reforms to
our Family Court parental representation service system.
Join the Director of the New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services (OILS) for a discussion of the
2019/2020 State Budget, and how this will impact your
county indigent defense service program. (Monday, 1/28,

3:45pm-5:00pm)

Advocating for Your County
From January to June each year, state lawmakers convene
to hold public hearings, enact the annual state budget, request funding for local projects, and consider a wide range
of bills, many of which impact counties and local governments. This workshop will present advocacy strategies that
local officials can use to advocate for your county to state
lawmakers and the agencies that implement new state laws
and regulations. (Monday, 1/28, 3:45pm-5:00pm)
Local Government Trailblazers
Presented by the NYSAC Women’s Leadership Council
The number is growing, but women still hold only a small
percentage of elected positions. A panel of women who
have led the way in local government office will discuss the
challenges and opportunities they’ve encountered, and the
lessons they’ve learned along the way. (Monday, 1/28,

3:45pm-5:00pm)

County-Wide Shared Services Initiative: Opportunities and Challenges
State lawmakers have extended the CWSSI for years 2019,
2020, 2021. This workshop will present an overview of
programs and services included in submitted CWSS plans,
and what opportunities and challenges face county leaders
as they reconvene with other local government leaders this
year. (Monday, 1/28, 3:45pm-5:00pm)

Making the Grade: Understanding Credit Evaluations
and Your County Score How does Moody’s or Standard
and Poor’s grade your county finances? Join this session to
get a comprehensive overview of how credit evaluations
are processed and how you can improve your county’s
credit score. (Monday, 1/28, 3:45pm-5:00pm)
A Two Front War: Battling the Recruitment Challenges of our First Responders Is your community maximizing websites, Facebook, social media, national and state
resources to recruit volunteers? Recruiting and retaining
volunteer firefighter and volunteer EMS workers has become a critical systems issue in communities across New
York State. Whether it be responding to the opioid epidemic or a 911 emergency call, this workshop will provide
attendees with tips to drive volunteer firefighter and emergency medical services recruitment and retention efforts.
Our panel will explore innovative and strategic ways to
recruit and retain this vital community resource.

(Tuesday, 1/29, 10:45am-12:00pm)

State Budget Review
The State continues to face fiscal hurdles even as the economy improves, with a 2020 projected deficit of $4 billion.
A new State Legislature will be sworn in that provides one
party control in Albany by wide margins in both chambers.
This session will review how the Governor’s Budget will
close the fiscal gap while addressing the concerns of the
new Legislature. (Tuesday, 1/29, 10:45am-12:00pm)
New York’s Open Meetings Law: Bringing Sunlight
to the Often-Misunderstood Practice
What is the difference between a meeting and a gathering?
Is a quorum present even if a meeting was not planned?
What are the notice requirements for county meeting? Join
Robert Freeman, the Executive Director of NY’s Committee on Open Government, as he answers questions about
NY’s Open Meetings Law. (Tuesday, 1/29, 10:45am-

12:00pm)

CODE BLUE! Combating the Homeless Crisis
Counties across NYS have been experiencing a rise in the
homeless population. Homelessness impacts many county
government departments, including the sheriff’s office,
mental health, public health, social services, child welfare,
and the office of the aging. Join us as we dive into the issue and attempt to identify solutions to help counties combat this crisis. (Tuesday, 1/29, 10:45am-12:00pm)
Ready for Our Close-Up: New York in the Movies
Historic buildings, court houses, rivers, great lakes and
even the ocean make New York the ideal site for movie
production. This workshop will provide information on
how communities were successful in attracting movie production. Learn how to frame your county for the movie
industry and best showcase your community for success.

(Tuesday, 1/29, 10:45am-12:00pm)

#NYSAC19

Persuasive Presentations for County Leaders
Whether it’s presenting at a county board meeting, a community event, or to a county department, you need effective presentation skills to connect with your audience and clearly make
your case. This workshop will give you the tips and tools you
need to deliver presentations that pop and connect to your
audience! (Tuesday, 1/29, 10:45am-12:00pm)
Alternatives to Incarceration Programming & OCA
Diversion Courts This session will include strategies, programs, and ideas to implement successful alternatives to incarceration detention programming to keep people out of county
jail. (Tuesday, 1/29, 2:00pm-3:15pm)
County Website Maintenance
Your county website is the backbone of online presence - every
type of communication, piece of content, or press release that
you put online will drive back to it. Your website is also the
first place residents will turn for information about county offices, events, contact information, and the resources and services you offer. In this workshop you’ll learn best practices for
showcasing your county online through creating and maintaining a useful, up-to-date website. (Tuesday, 1/29, 2:00pm-

3:15pm)

The Gig Economy and the Changing Nature of Work
The way people view and perform work has changed dramatically with the many technological advancements of the past
decade. What is the future of work in your county? Learn what
sectors and occupations are growing across the state and what
your county can do to prepare for a changing workforce.

(Tuesday, 1/29, 2:00pm-3:15pm)

County Veteran Services: Serving Those Who Served Us
New York State is home to approximately 800,000 men and
women who bravely served our country. Their sacrifice does
not end when their service does. When our veterans come
home, they often need our support in order assimilate back into
their community and the job market. Learn about the services
our counties can provide to help veterans achieve the health
and happiness they deserve. (Tuesday, 1/29, 2:00pm-3:15pm)
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demonstrate what a complaint and investigation process might
look like at the county and local government level. (Tuesday,

1/29, 3:45pm-5:00pm)

Preferred Source Procurement 101 & Best Value
Procurement
Discover how local level procurement decision makers can
benefit from the state’s Preferred Source Program and how it
impacts local communities throughout New York State. Beyond a more efficient and straightforward procurement process, Preferred Source purchasing employs individuals with
disabilities locally. The jobs created through these purchases
help impact the nearly 70% unemployment rate for individuals
with disabilities, creating taxpayers and consumers for more
than 40 years. (Tuesday, 1/29, 3:45pm-5:00pm)
China's Ban on Recycling Imports and what it
Means for Your County
About a third of the roughly 66 million tons of material Americans recycle each year is exported overseas. After a sudden
drop in demand from China, residents, businesses, and municipalities have begun to pay more for recycling programs. Learn
why New York is more severely impacted than other states and
what is being done to make our counties more resilient to these
changes. (Tuesday, 1/29, 3:45pm-5:00pm)
What is Your Brand? Using Place Branding to
Market Your County
Place branding is a way to distinguish your county in the international competition for tourists, talents, business, and investment. Exciting audiences about your county requires more than
a nice logo or a catchy slogan. Learn how to create and share a
brand that helps your county stand out. (Tuesday, 1/29,

3:45pm-5:00pm)

NYS Emergency Management Certification and
Training Program: Tier 1
The NYS Emergency Management Certification and Training
(EMC & T) Program supports Governor Cuomo’s strategy of
creating unified emergency management training for County
Chief Executives and other emergency management stakeholders. The NYS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency
Public Sector Labor/Management Relations
Services (DHSES) has worked with the local emergency manParticipants will learn about the unique labor/management
relationships existing in county government as established un- agement community to develop standardized curriculum for
three theirs of training aimed at: County Chief Executives (Tier
der State law. Topics of this session will include requirements
1), County Emergency Managers (Tier 2) and other local public
of the Civil Service Law, the Taylor Law, the operations and
officials within Counties (Tier 3). County Chief Executives and
responsibilities of the Public Employment Relations Board
County Emergency Managers must complete the training (to
(PERB), and procedures mandated under other relevant state
include annual refresher training) for DHSES grant eligibility
statutes. This session is one of the core course requirements
purposes. The training covers all facets of emergency manageunder the County Government Institute. (4 credits).
(Tuesday, 1/29, 2:00pm-3:15pm)
ment, including disaster preparedness, response and recovery.
It also outlines the legal authorities and responsibilities related
NYS Sexual Harassment Law Update
to emergency management in NYS. DHSES is partnering with
This workshop will provide an overview of the new NYS Sexu- NYSAC to deliver the County Chief Executive (Tier 1) portion
al Harassment Legislation and guidance provided by the NYS
of the training. The training will also meet the annual refresher
Dept of Labor. Panelists will provide examples of required
requirement for those that have previously completed a Tier 1
elements of a model policy and training program, and they will
training. (Wednesday, 1/30, 9:30am-3:00pm)

ONLINE
REGISTRATION

ONLY!

CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION

REGISTER ONLINE @ www.regonline.com/nysaclegconf19
Registration Option

A $514

Includes participation in all workshops, plenary sessions, exhibit hall and other agenda events.
ALL MEALS: Monday lunch, dinner –Tuesday breakfast, lunch - Wednesday breakfast, coffee breaks

Registration Option

B $412

Includes participation in all workshops, plenary sessions, exhibit hall and other agenda events.
MONDAY MEALS ONLY: Monday lunch, dinner, coffee breaks.

Registration Option

C $327

Includes participation in all workshops, plenary sessions, exhibit hall and other agenda events.
TUESDAY MEALS ONLY: Tuesday breakfast, lunch, coffee breaks.

Registration Option

D $250

Includes participation in all workshops, plenary sessions, exhibit hall and other agenda events.
NO MEALS

PLEASE NOTE THAT NYSAC CONFERENCE REGISTRATIONS FOR COUNTY/STATE/FEDERAL
OFFICIALS CAN ONLY BE PROCESSED FROM OUR ONLINE REGISTRATION SITE AT
WWW.REGONLINE.COM/NYSACLEGCONF19
_____________________________________________________________________
PRIVATE SECTOR COMPANIES CAN ONLY REGISTER AS AN EXHIBITOR OR SPONSOR VIA VENDOR FORMS @
WWW.REGONLINE.COM/LC19VENDORS
Pre-Registration Deadline: January 22, 2019 *

(*You may register for the conference after the deadline date as a walk–in registrant at the Conference registration desk.)

PAYMENT INFORMATION

All conference registrations must be paid upon invoice. If using a voucher or purchase order - please submit to NYSAC upon online
registration. Vouchers and purchase orders must be filled out completely by the registrant - including the names of which attendee(s)
will be covered by that voucher/purchase order to ensure prompt return of the forms to the county for payment in a timely fashion.

Vouchers that have not been completely filled out by the registrant will be returned without processing.
If paying by check/purchase order/voucher, please make checks payable to
NYSAC 2019 Legislative Conference and mail a copy of your online confirmation to:

NYSAC, 540 Broadway, 5th Floor, Albany, NY 12207
Please note: Any registrations cancelled prior to January 22, 2019 will be subject to a 25% administrative fee. Registrations cancelled
after January 22, 2019 cannot be refunded. Cancellations must be made via email to jmunguia@nysac.org.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS
Reservations will be accepted online or by phone until Jan.17th
OR UNTIL SOLD OUT!

The Desmond Hotel, 660 Albany–Shaker Road, Albany, NY 12211

ROOM RATE PER NIGHT: $141
(Please note that room rates DO NOT include meals)

You can register for the hotel 3 ways:
1.

ONLINE DURING CONF REGISTRATION:
Click on Counties on your confirmation page during your
online conference registration process to be linked to the
online Desmond hotel reservation page to book your room or

2.

DESMOND WEBSITE:
Go to www.desmondhotelsalbany.com click book now and
enter dates and group code ANC or

3.

BY PHONE:
Call the hotel at 518-869-8100 and ask for Association of
Counties group code ANC

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT HOTEL INFORMATION

•

•

Hotel reservation must be received by January 17, 2019 after which time the room block will be released and
reservations will be accepted based on availability. Please note that the room block CAN sell out prior to the
cut off date so register early to ensure a room in the hotel. NYSAC encourages you to make your reservation as soon as possible to avoid any inconvenience.
HOTEL DEPOSIT: YOU WILL NEED TO GUARANTEE YOUR RESERVATION WITH A CREDIT CARD OR AN ADVANCED
DEPOSIT.

•

Room reservations at The Desmond are on a first come, first served basis.

•

Check-in time is 4:00 pm. Guest room availability cannot be guaranteed before that time. Please confirm date of
departure at check-in to avoid an early departure fee of $25.00. Please present the hotel with a tax-exempt certificate upon registration.

•

Checkout is 12:00pm. Upon checking out, please pay the hotel directly by cash, check, credit card or county
voucher. For your convenience, The Desmond will provide a room for storing your luggage.

•

Hotel Confirmation will be sent by the Desmond Hotel as an acknowledgement of your reservation within 2
weeks of receipt of the form and once the credit card deposit is confirmed or payment is received. Please bring
your confirmation to the hotel for prompt check-in.

•

If for any reason you need to cancel your reservation with The Desmond, please be sure to notify The Desmond
(518)869-8100 DIRECTLY, 72 hours prior to arrival to avoid being charged for the room. If The Desmond is
not contacted directly, the registrant is responsible for all hotel charges. Please note that NYSAC cannot accept
hotel cancellations. You may cancel this reservation 72 hours prior to your check- in date without charge.
Should you fail to arrive or cancel after 72 hours prior to the check- in date, you will be charged for your room. In
the event you need to leave or change your reservation once registered, the entire value of your reservation will
be charged.

540 Broadway, 5th Floor
Albany, New York 12207
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