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As House of Representatives and the US Senate continue negotiations on 
the next stimulus bill, counties call on Congress to ensure it provides 
federal funding to states, counties, and local governments.  

Without federal aid, counties will be forced to make cuts that will worsen 
the economic recession and slow our progress against the virus. 

We appreciate the federal/county partnership that we have with our 
congressional delegation.  

They have been advocating for federal funding for states and local 
governments to offset a steep loss of revenues and increased costs 
associated with fighting COVID-19 locally.  

They understand that counties have been on the front line, leading the local 
response to the global COVID-19 pandemic. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted every aspect of our society, 
government and the economy, unlike any other event in the past 50 years. 

In response, counties have worked to stem the spread of COVID-19 and 
foster the reopening of communities by  

• Managing Quarantine enforcement/support 
• Leading 24/7 Emergency Response and 911 services 
• Running Testing facilities 
• Conducting Tracing operations 
• Providing Food assistance to families and seniors 

While at the same time counties faced an economic “Quadruple Threat” of 

• Declining sales taxes, hotel occupancy taxes, and other county 
revenues 

• Higher spending necessary to respond to the health emergency 
• Cuts in state reimbursement for state mandated programs and 

services.  
• Loss of jobs and business activity in our community, threatening our 

property tax base  



Across the state, counties have already lost over $1 billion in sales tax 
revenue and now the state has begun to levy its budget cuts to help close 
their $13 billion budget gap. 

These cuts have been aimed at mental health and addiction services and 
social service programs that can ill-afford cuts as residents struggle with 
substance abuse and job losses during the pandemic. 

Cuts have also been aimed at infrastructure projects.  

With our construction season so short in upstate New York, these cuts are 
causing delays that will result in a lost year of critical road and bridge 
construction and maintenance.  

We need federal stimulus funding and we need it now.  

We need the president and congressional leaders to come together this 
week and compromise on a plan that provides states, counties, and local 
governments with direct and flexible federal aid they need to protect jobs 
and keep COVID-19 under control.  

We need $5 billion over a two-year period to offset the losses that we are 
experiencing, and we are projecting as this pandemic extends into its fifth 
month.  

Counties need to continue to be vigilant.  

We need to work hard to keep our residents, businesses, schools and 
colleges vigilant so that we can avoid a second wave.  

And if we can’t avoid a second wave than we need to mitigate a second wave 
so that we do not have to completely shut down our economy a second time 
if we see a spike of new cases here in New York.  

But none of this can be accomplished if local governments understaffed and 
facing severe financial hardship.  

Counties stand ready to lead our communities through the rest of this 
crisis, but we need resources from the federal government to do it. We need 
the federal government to act now and send direct, flexible aid to counties.  

 

 


