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December 20, 2016 
 
Alphonso David, Esq.  
Counsel to the Governor  
Executive Chamber  
State Capitol  
Albany, New York 12224  
legislative.secretary@exec.ny.gov 
 
Re: Legislation before the Governor 

 
S.2691 (Golden)/ A.10506 (Lupardo)  
 
Dear Mr. David, 
 
The above referenced legislation is currently before the Governor for his consideration, and the New York State 
Association of Counties (NYSAC) opposes the legislation as drafted. While the New York State Association of 
Counties supports the goals of the above referenced legislation, it provides arbitrary caseload caps on local 
social service districts without providing any new state fiscal assistance, therefore, we believe the bill would 
dramatically increase costs in most counties.  
 
In addition to fiscal concerns, the one-size-fits all caseload cap does not recognize that child protective cases 
fall along a wide spectrum of required response intensity by caseworkers. Cases vary dramatically in severity 
and related intensity of supervision and family involvement, based on many different factors. It also does not 
account for the difficulty many areas of the state have in recruiting, training and retaining caseworkers. This 
bill does not take into consideration the experience of child protective workers and their ability to provide 
thorough and intensive services as case circumstances direct.      
 
Finally, counties are operating under very tight property tax and revenue limits. The state has made it clear 
their top priority is that local governments adhere to the State’s property tax cap. Counties could support this 
legislation only if all new and increased costs associated with this proposal are paid for 100 percent by the 
state.  NYSAC also encourages the bill’s sponsors to convene with the NYS Office of Children and Family 
Services (OCFS), the Office of Temporary & Disability Assistance (OTDA) and county officials to develop 
consensus on addressing the important needs advanced in this legislation.      
 
It is for the above stated reasons that NYSAC opposes the enactment of this bill as presented to the Governor 
and urges an executive veto. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
Stephen J. Acquario 
Executive Director  
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