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The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand The Honorable Antonio Delgado  
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July 28, 2020 

 

Dear Senators Schumer and Gillibrand, and Congressman Delgado: 

 

I have never penned a letter to all three of you simultaneously, but given the gravity of our current 

situation, it is entirely warranted. I write to you with an earnest plea to convince your colleagues that it is 

imperative local governments – state- and county-level – be provided a meaningful amount of direct 

Federal aid as soon as possible. 

 

You well know that this country continues to struggle mightily with the ongoing impacts of 

COVID-19, both in health and finances. While our communities may outwardly look normal, this is a 

disaster of major proportions, and I can assure you that Sullivan County and its component municipalities 

have not dodged the fiscal fallout. 

 

We estimate that we’re facing a $10-$20 million shortfall in our $233 million 2020 budget, to say 

nothing of the grim prospects for 2021. While that may seem a small sum compared to other 

municipalities in your districts, it represents an incredible challenge for our rural County and our already 

overburdened taxpayers. My office and the Sullivan County Legislature are endeavoring to avoid a 

property tax hike by any means possible – including assessing an energy tax, exploring the sale of our 

nursing home, and, unfortunately, layoffs of up to 10% of our workforce. 

 

Like you, I hope for a quick recovery, but I cannot confidently or responsibly plan for such. Our 

best hope lies with you and your colleagues, in that Congress will reach agreement on providing aid to 

local municipalities such as ours. 

 

This is not a request to fund a bloated budget or prop up programs which deserve to disappear. We 

are suffering direct revenue losses due to the economy being shut down. This is a plea to help us avoid 

deepening the fiscal and programmatic wounds now being inflicted by coronavirus. Our economy is 
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hobbling at best. Without your assistance, we risk entering an extended and harsh period of significant, 

painful decline and stagnation – one that need not exist. 

 

I thank you for your attention to this request and deeply appreciate all the effort you’ve already 

given. If there is anything I can do to help you in the above regard, do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

         

        Joshua A. Potosek 

Sullivan County Manager 
 

 

CC:  Sullivan County Legislature 

 NYS Association of Counties 


