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OSC’s Albany Update

Robin Lois
Deputy Comptroller

Division of Local Government and School Accountability
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Albany Update

• Introduction 
• What is LGSA?
• Enacted Budget Highlights
• Training Opportunities
• Recent Research and Policy Products
• OSC Resources

Roadmap
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Introduction
Robin Lois, CPA
• New LGSA Deputy 

Comptroller

Simonia Brown, 
• LGSA Assistant 

Comptroller
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What is LGSA?
Services
Branch

Information
Research and
Training (IRT)
Branch
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AFR Modernization

• Web-based application within OSC Online Services
– Intuitive interface
– Improved navigation
– Multiple users able to work on the report
– Remote access
– Improved data validation 
– Bulk load of financial data

• All data updates made by local officials

Benefits of Modernizing the AUD
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Enacted Budget
• Rejected Executive’s CHIPS funding reduction

– Maintained at $598m. Counties get $197m
• County Partnership Grants Program

– $85m for public safety equipment
– $50m for site development preparation grants 

• “Raise the Age” of Juvenile Jurisdiction
– $250m appropriation, $842m reappropriations

• EMS as “Essential Services”
– Not included in Enacted Budget
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• The Local Official Training Unit (LOT) has 
4 staff presenting at this finance school.

• OSC-Led Sessions:
– Ethics for County Officials
– Developing an Effective Fund Balance Policy
– Establishing and Accounting for Reserves
– Local Retirement System Update

Training Opportunities
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• Upcoming LOT-led Training:
– Intro to Governmental Accounting (5/29-30)
– Accounting Principles and Procedures (6/12-

13)
• Webinars:

– What to Expect From an OSC Audit (5/15)
– Multiyear Planning (6/5)
– Seeking Competition in Procurement (6/26)

Training Opportunities



10

• The Growing Role of Counties in EMS
• Adult Use Cannabis Interactive Map
• Sales Tax First Quarter Collections

Research and Policy Products

Audits
• We audit local governments and school 

districts
• We typically release 250+ audits/year
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The Growing Role of Counties in EMS
EMS agencies are struggling 
in various ways

• Staffing
• Funding
• Data

Counties are playing a bigger 
role in providing EMS

Research and Policy Products
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The Growing Role of Counties in EMS
Research and Policy Products

We surveyed County EMS Coordinators
• 52 of 57 EMS Coordinators responded.
• 22 counties provide or contract for ambulance 

service provision
• None plan to reduce services.

• 11 counties were planning or considering getting 
involved with providing ambulance services.

• 18 do not provide ambulance services
• 6 did not provide usable responses to survey
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The Growing Role of Counties in EMS
Research and Policy Products

Next Steps
• Local governments should continue to monitor 

situations and conduct needs assessments
• NYS should focus on better statewide data 

collection, management and analysis to help 
EMS agencies identify where services are falling 
short

• OSC will continue to meet with legislators and 
advocacy groups.
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Research and Policy Products
• Adult-Use Cannabis Interactive Map

– Revenue Collections
• New York City 
• Rest of State

– Number of dispensaries by County/NYC
• Name
• Municipality
• Date Opened
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Research and Policy Products
• Cannabis Interactive Map
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Research and Policy Products
• Cannabis Interactive Map
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Research and Policy Products
• Sales Tax First Quarter Collections

– High-level findings
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Research and Policy Products
• Sales Tax First Quarter 

Collections
– Totaled $5.6 billion, a 

1.6% ($87.3m) increase
• NYC increased 3.2%
• County collections 

were down 0.2%
– 31 of 57 counties 

saw decreases
– Impacted by lower 

inflation levels
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Research and Policy Products

• Sales Tax First Quarter Collections
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LGSA Resources
• Technical Assistance

– Regional Offices
– Local Official Training Staff

• Training
– Accounting Schools; Webinars, LGMGs

• Data
• Payments to County Recipients

– Cannabis; Wireless Surcharge
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Contact Information
Robin Lois, Deputy Comptroller LGSA
rlois@osc.ny.gov
(518) 474-4037

OSC’s Intergovernmental and Community 
Affairs Regional Directors
https://www.osc.ny.gov/igca
• These folks help serve as the first line of 

communication for any OSC services.

 

mailto:rlois@osc.ny.gov
https://www.osc.ny.gov/igca
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Thank you!
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