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Rescuing Emergency Medical Services
“EMS services across New York state are in crisis…We have got to create 
a solution that uplifts the very community that is keeping us alive as a 

community, so that’s the baseline that we’re saying.” 

 Assemblymember Anna R. Kelles, PhD 
January 30, 2024
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NYSAC’s Legislative Package
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Advocating for Counties – A Case Study in Advocacy
#RescueEMS
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Process for Developing the Rescue EMS Agenda
• 1.5 year-long process of listening to counties, EMS providers, 

hospitals, NYS DOH, and state legislators.
• July, 2023: NYSAC convenes stakeholders and develops a coalition of 

for-profit, non-profit, municipal EMS agencies, fire districts, 
firefighters association, fire chiefs, hospital networks and state 
legislators to brainstorm a legislative package. 

• July 2023 – December 2023: NYSAC holds dozens of meetings to 
refine legislative language, and zero in on the final legislative 
package. 

• January 2024: NYSAC launches a #RescueEMS campaign with 
coalition partners. 

https://www.nysac.org/news/posts/counties-legislators-unveil-legislative-
package-to-rescue-ems/



Advocating for Counties – A Case Study in Advocacy
#RescueEMS
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Process for Developing the Rescue EMS Agenda
• January 2024: Governor Hochul releases SFY 25 Executive Budget 

and includes Part V, HMH as part of her proposal. 
• February 2024: NYSAC advocates for technical edits and changes to 

the Governor’s proposal to clarify intent and to protect counties 
from any possible unfunded mandate. 

• February 2024: Governor Hochul advances 30-day budget 
amendments with changes supported by NYSAC. 

• January – February 2024: NYSAC continues to engage with state 
legislators to build support for the #RescueEMS package. 

• March 2024: NYSAC engages with state legislature and Governor’s 
office to advance the entire #RescueEMS package. 



SFY 25 Executive Budget Proposal
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• Defines Emergency Medical Services as an Essential Service
• In the 1970’s the definition of EMS in NYS was established. This update aims to align the definition of EMS with the current skillset and 

the services being delivered by EMS providers and agencies throughout the state. 
• Designates EMS and Emergency Medical Dispatch (EMD) as essential services throughout the state. 
• Mandates a standardized system for medical emergency response across all counties.
• Requires counties to develop comprehensive emergency medical response plans and designate primary emergency response 

agencies. 
• Facilitates the establishment of municipal ambulance services. 
• Allows counties to create special taxing districts fir financing and operating EMS through direct provision of service or through 

agreements established with existing provider networks. The Governor also exempts these special districts from the property tax 
cap for five years. 



SFY 25 Executive Budget Proposal
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• Expands the Community Paramedicine Demonstration Program
• The Governor proposes reopening the application period, establishes new programs or modifies existing programs, and extends the 

Community Paramedicine Demonstration Program for seven more years to further evaluate the impact of the program. 
• EMS Practitioner Licensing and Credentialing

• The Governor introduces provisions for the licensure and specialized credentialing of EMS practitioners, including EMS technicians and 
advanced EMS technicians to elevate the professional status, increase public trust, and open opportunities for professional growth and 
advancement. 

• Establishes a Paramedic Urgent Care Program in Rural NYS
• The Executive Budget initiates a program to assess EMS roles in rural healthcare delivery. 
• Approves telemedicine as a part of paramedic urgent care, enhancing rural healthcare options. 



NYS Assembly                                                
• Rejects Part V, HMH (Executive’s 

proposal)
• Includes S.4020-C (Mayer) deeming EMS 

as an essential service and grants 
counties the authority to create taxing 
districts to fund EMS services.

• Includes S.7286 (Martinez) to expand the 
volunteer firefighters' and ambulance 
workers’ personal income tax credit. 

• Maintains funding for the EMS 
demonstration programs at $20 million. 
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• Rejects Part V, HMH (Executive’s 
proposal)

• Does not mention any EMS reforms 
• Maintains funding for the EMS 

demonstration programs at $20 
million. 
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NYS Senate                                                



The SFY 25 Enacted Budget
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• What will be included in the Enacted Budget?
• We will likely see some reforms similar to S.4020-C and/or the 

ability for counties to support EMS services through taxing 
districts, or joint districts with municipal partners. 

• We will likely see a proposal to deem EMS as an essential 
service. 

• What should NYSAC continue to advance? 
• We are strongly advocating for a comprehensive solution, and 

stand with our coalition partners to advance the entire 
#RescueEMS legislative package. 

• What will be dealt with outside of the budget-making process? 
• Despite our best efforts, we can surmise that a majority of 

these policy priorities may be pushed outside of the budget 
and considered during the remaining period of the legislative 
session. 
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How can you get involved and where can you learn more?
https://www.nysac.org/issues/public-safety/rescue-ems/

Rescuing Emergency Medical Services

https://www.nysac.org/issues/public-safety/rescue-ems/
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