Resolution Urging the Governor and State Legislature to Address Rising Mandated Costs by Ensuring County Parity with Increased Municipal Aid
 WHEREAS, New York’s 57 counties serve as the primary administrators of state and federally mandated programs—including Medicaid, child welfare, public safety, public health, election administration, and indigent legal defense—delivering services that reach every resident of the State; and 
 WHEREAS, counties fund these essential services in partnership with the state and federal government, yet exercise little control over the policies that drive their costs, leaving county property taxpayers as the payers of last resort when state or federal aid is reduced or fails to keep pace with program demands; and 
 WHEREAS, the Aid and Incentives for Municipalities (AIM) program provides unrestricted general purpose aid to New York State’s cities (excluding New York City), towns, and villages—currently funded at $715.2 million annually—and has not included county governments as eligible recipients since 1990; and 
 WHEREAS, the Governor’s SFY 2026-27 Executive Budget proposed to maintain AIM at $715.2 million and continue $50 million in Temporary Municipal Assistance—both programs available exclusively to cities, towns, and villages—with no new unrestricted aid for counties; and 
 WHEREAS, the Governor’s 30-day amendments to the SFY 2026-27 Executive Budget proposed an increase of $100 million in Temporary Municipal Assistance for cities, towns, and villages, and additional unrestricted aid to New York City—representing a significant new investment in other local government partners—while providing no equivalent relief for counties; and 
WHEREAS, the Senate one-house budget proposes $302 million per year in additional AIM funding for New York City over two fiscal years—a total of $604 million in new municipal assistance—without a corresponding increase in direct aid to counties; and 
 WHEREAS, the Senate one-house budget further proposes $250,000 to establish an AIM Redesign Task Force charged with making recommendations on the expansion of AIM to New York City, with no comparable directive to examine or expand aid to county governments; and 
WHEREAS, the Assembly one-house budget proposes $1.5 billion in additional Temporary Municipal Assistance over three years—including $1 billion for New York City and $500 million for cities, towns, and villages—again with no parallel investment in county fiscal relief; and 
WHEREAS, increasing state investment in AIM and Temporary Municipal Assistance while counties receive no analogous unrestricted aid creates a growing disparity in the State’s partnership with its local government units; and 
WHEREAS, counties are simultaneously absorbing significant and growing cost pressures that are largely outside their control, including: rising assigned counsel costs under County Law Article 18-B; escalating preschool special education expenditures; costs associated with CPL § 730 competency restoration confinements, which have increased by more than 6,000 percent in some counties between 2019 and 2024; and anticipated cost shifts resulting from federal policy changes to Medicaid and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), which will increase county administrative costs beginning in October 2026; and 
WHEREAS, the number of local governments in fiscal stress, as identified by the Office of the State Comptroller (OSC)’s Fiscal Stress Monitoring System, is rising, and a dozen counties exceeded the property tax cap in their 2026 budgets—the most in a decade; and 
WHEREAS, counties are constrained by the state-imposed property tax cap, limiting their ability to independently raise revenues to offset growing costs; and 
WHEREAS, the New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) has called upon the Governor and Legislature to provide $100 million in targeted county fiscal relief in the enacted SFY 2026-27 budget, which could be structured through the County Infrastructure Grant Program, relief from assigned counsel costs, relief from preschool special education costs, or support for competency restoration expenses—representing a fraction of the new investment proposed for municipalities and New York City in the current budget cycle. 
WHEREAS, such relief can be structured in a manner that addresses the most pressing cost drivers facing counties, including but not limited to assigned counsel under Article 18-B, preschool special education, Safety Net, and CPL § 730 competency restoration, or through direct unrestricted aid; and 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that [County Name] urges the Governor and the Legislature to provide parity with the proposed increases for other municipalities through direct fiscal relief for county governments in the enacted SFY 2026-27 State Budget, commensurate with the significant new investments in municipalities proposed through the 30-day amendments and one-house budget resolutions; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, [County Name] shall forward copies of this resolution to Governor Kathy Hochul, the New York State Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper.  

